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Praise ye the LORD. O give 

thanks unto the LORD; for  he 

is good : for his 

mercy  endureth  for ever

(KJV ) 

Psalms 106:1  

Psalms 107:1 

Psalms 118:29 

Psalms 136:1 

I GUESS MAYBE WE 

SHOULD CONCLUDE 

THATé.. 
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Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas for 2009 are all 

behind us now.  Another major event that is now behind 

us is Nor-Ida.  You are probably aware that Nor-Ida visited 

Corolla and roughed us up a little bit.  Tropical Storm Ida, 

struck the region on November 11th and continued over the 

next two days. Most of the stormõs damage was inflicted on No-

vember 12-13..  She was rough alright.  We lost several feet of beach sand and 

oceanfront dunes have been eroded by 15 to 30 feet.  It looks like they have been 

cut right off north to south with some kind of giant machinery or something.  

Some of the locals have compared the damage left behind to that of hurricane Isa-

bel, back in 2003.  While others claim it wasnõt quite that bad.  I donõt know either 

way, but it sure did leave a mess on the 

beach.  Because of NorõIda and subsequent 

storms that dumped a fair amount of rain 

on us the ground is still really saturated 

and some of the streets continue to hold 

good sized puddles. 

Nature has already begun to do its job of 

smoothing out and rebuilding the beaches 

and dunes  Who knows how long it will 

take to replenish all of the lost sand.   We 

are certainly grateful that there wasnõt more personal property damage and espe-

cially grateful that there was very few personal injuries.  

For those of you who donõt live here year 

round, donõt let the fact that Norõida vis-

ited us this fall keep you from visiting us 

in 2010.  Sheõs long gone and weõre still 

here.  What better way to spend your va-

cation than visiting us here in Corolla.  

Weõll be ready and eagerly awaiting for 

your arrival.   

See you soon! 
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Close Only Counts in Horseshoes by Barb Benfante 
Mark 12 
8One of the teachers of the 
law came and heard them 
debating. Noticing that Jesus 
had given them a good an-
swer, he asked him, "Of all 
the commandments, which is 
the most important?"  
29"The most important one," 
answered Jesus, "is this: 
'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. 30Love 
the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.' 
31The second is this: 'Love 
your neighbor as yourself. 
'There is no commandment 
greater than these."  
32"Well said, teacher," the 
man replied. "You are right in 
saying that God is one and 
there is no other but him. 
33To love him with all your 

heart, with all your under-
standing and with all your 

strength, and to love 
your neighbor as your-

self is more impor-

tant than all burnt offerings 
and sacrifices."  
34When Jesus saw that he had 
answered wisely, he said to 
him, "You are not far from 
the kingdom of God." And 
from then on no one dared 
ask him any more questions.  

Various religious men questioned 
Jesus attempting to trap him.  
One teacher came to Jesus and 
asked what seemed to be a sin-
cere question, "Of all the com-
mandments, which is the most 
important?" Hearing Jesusõ an-
swer, the teacher agreed and 
demonstrated that he was wise in 
his thinking about God.  Jesus 
himself recognized the wisdom in 
his response and told him, "You 
are not far from the kingdom of 
God." This would seem to be high 
praise for this teacher of the 
Word.  But examining the idea of 
being not far or perhaps òcloseó 
to the Kingdom, I wonder, do I 
want to be just òcloseó?  Donõt I 
really want to be in the Kingdom, 
preferably ALL the way in the 

Kingdom? 

It is clear from many New Testa-
ment scriptures that the Kingdom 
of God is the highest priority for 

believers.  Jesus instructs us to 
seek it first and all the rest will be 
added.  It is also clear that the 
Kingdom is not something we are 
waiting for in the future; as Jesus 
said in Luke 17, the Kingdom is 
within us! The Kingdom is also not 
of this world.  Jesus told Pilate, 
òmy kingdom is from another 
place." (John 18:36)  We also 
know it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the Kingdom and one must 
enter in childlike way. So what if 
we are not far from it, what if we 
are only close to the Kingdom as 
that teacher was? How is that dif-
ferent from being IN the Kingdom? 
This teacher had obviously under-
stood the spiritual nature of God 
and His Law but had his heart not 

yet fully embraced the Truth?  

This teacher had 
overcome the 
common 
prejudices 
of his na-
tion.  He 
under-
stood 
that re-
ligion did 
not con-
sist of an 
intellectual 
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Here is a tidbit about Corolla that you may or may not know.  Corolla began about 200 years ago as a 
village on the Currituck Outer Banks.  For more than 100 years, residents there largely made their living tending gar-
dens, hunting and fishing Some believe that the locals hunted whales off-

shore. 

NorõIda and some our subsequent storms removed quite a bit of sand, 
uncovering of the remains of a ship that was used for some nautical 
purpose her on the Outer Banks.  (see picture to the right).  One of 
my first thoughts upon seeing it was òcould this vessel have been 
used by some of the original residents for fishing or possibly even 
whaling.  Itõs construction is crude, made mostly of very large trees 
that were roughly hewn.  Only large wooden pegs appear to have 
been used on the structure, no nails.  What is left of the structure is 
probably thirty feet long and about fifteen feet wide.  You can stop 

by to see the remains on the beach adjacent to Corolla Light.  


