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Thoseg who have been
prayging for and supporting
the bailding of our parson-
age should be gncouraged
by its progress. We had
hoped to havg retired the
parsonagg dgbt by this
past {pril. Unfortunately,
this did not happen.

logt God bg God by Barb Benfante

Hlow much do the eircum-
stancgs of our lives affect
how we walk ¢ach dag with
@od? Our heartfelt desireg
is to always regmain in Hlis
presencg, trusting tis
goodngss in whatever life
brings us. But how often,
when lifg is hard or cir-
cumstancgs arg confusing,
do wg suddenly forget that
God is God and we arg
not! €ven though the
Seripturg is clegar that His

ways arg not our ways
and His thoughts arg not
our thoughts, how gasily
we slip into a mindset of
trying to understand Him
basgd on our own ways
and our own thoughts.
This lgads us to act in
wags that bring us littlg
peace and often ergate
morg pain and tarmoil.
We ask God inappropriate
qugstions as weg gndgavor
to gxplain tis actions or

sgeming lack of conegrn
for our suffering. We suc-
cumb to fears and angigty
instead of trusting. {Ind
wg gvegn begin to doubt
His goodness and tlis
perfect love and merey.

Of course, we should bring
gvery question and con-
cern beforg our God. Bat
somg questions arg not
helpful or appropriate.
What Rinds of questions
arg inappropriatg?
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Status on theg Parsonage

Contributions to the build-
ing fund havg slowed over
the last quarter. s of the
gnd of Jung $9,000 is
negeded to complgete this
project. Still, we arg
plegased and gncouraged
by the progress, gspecially
givgn the country’s gco-
nomie situation over the
last two years.

We arg gxeited about fi-
nally sgging this project
comg to a closg with gxpee-

tations that theg negxt pro-
jeet will be to improve the
problgmatic hegating / air
conditioning situation in
the chapel.

The lsord has used mang
of you to accomplish
megting the financial
goals. (Il of the eredit
certainly gogs to tim.
However, weg would be
making a big mistake in
not to regcognizing God’s
instruments (@od’s peo-

plg) in accomplishing this
work.

7 big thank you to all of
gou who havg pragerfully
and financial supported
this project! Corolla
Chapel has a small local
congreggation and without
the support of our gx-
tended family like gou.....
Well, I'm just not surg that
wg would / could be herg.

Mang Blegssings
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Thosg that bring into
qgugstion the wisdom and
motives of God. Mangy
times the most us¢legss
gugstion we can gver ask
is “why”. lt is usglgss be-
causg kKnowing why often
dogs littlg morg than sat-
isfy our ecuriosity. It dogs-
n’t changg a hard situation
and it dogsn’t ngegssarily
providg ang regcoursg to
regmgdy what we arg going
through. Worsg, it indi-
catgs that we arg trging to
figurg out God and flis
motivgs using our human
logiec and reasons. The
undgrlying assumption
when we ask ‘why’ is that
somghow God got it wrong
and wg nged to gxplain
why tlg got it wrong. If we
can just undgrstand His
rgasoning thegn magbe we
can trust tlim again. But
truly the answer to the
qugstion ‘why’ is because
He is God and we argn’t.
Sometimes God just asks
us to trust tim without
knowing why or having a
full understanding of His
actions and motives. s
Job finally concluded,
“Surgly | spoke of things |
did not understand, things
too wondgrful for me to
know.” 0 wg must recog-
nizg God’s wagys arg truly
higher than ours. The only
truly satisfying, peacg giv-
ing rgsponsg, gspecially
when the circumstancgs of
life areg begond gxplana-
tion, is to trust that te

knows what wg cannot. tig
is @od and wg need to be-
ligvg tlis promise that all
things traly do work to-
gether for good when we
lovg tlim and follow His
purposges.

When we suddenly facg an
ungxrpected situation in
our livgs, how should we
rgspond? We should, of
coursg, rgspond with trust,
trust that God is good and
has our very best interegsts
at hegart. Bat how oftgn do
wg feel fear and rgspond
to that instead. My dog
always providgs mg with
integrgsting object lgssons
and her fear is ong of
thosg. She is the swegtest,
most submissive dog you
could gver megt. She is
beaatifully trained and
highly obedignt. {Is long
as she undgrstands what
gou want of her, she re-
sponds. That is, unlgss
therg is somgthing to be
afraid of---thgn she only
listens to her fear. When
therg is thunder or a sirgn
or another ungxplaingd
sound, sheg cegasgs to be
obedignt, trging to plgase
her master. Instead, she
bgecomes consumed with
gscaping what she fears.
Nothing can persuadg her
that there really isn’t any-
thing to fear; the fear is all
shg can sgeg. Po we not
rgspond theg samg wagy
when somgthing comes
into our livegs that is out of

our eontrol or too painful
to facg? Our great and
bgngvolgnt Master tells us
to bg angious for nothing;
tlg says though you walk
through the vallgy of the
shadow of death, gou will
fear no gvil, | am with gou;
tlg reminds us, do not
fear; 1 will help gou; and
tg gxhorts us to be strong
and couraggous, not to bg
afraid or terrified because
of them, for Hg, the lsord
gour God, gogs with gou.
We know thesg traths, bat
somgetimes we still react
like my poor dog, we stop
following our master, we
stop obgying and wg act in
fear. dometimes we gven
sin basgd on our fears,
becausg weg have stopped
trusting our Master. Only
by gmbracing and focus-
ing on truths like these, by
filling oursglves with tis
Word, can wg follow gvegn
in the facg of fear.

Suffering, pain and vari-
ous difficultigs arg the
naturg of theg world in
which we live, they are the
condition of man. Some-
timegs they tempt us to
doubt that God is truly
good. We begin to ques-
tion flis love and faithful-
ngss, wg wonder if tis
merey is truly gxtgnded to
us. dometimes we have
the luxary of undgrstand-
ing how God is working,
how tg is drawing us
closgr to tlim, teaching us
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to trust tHlim, managing
life’s circumstancgs so
that all things really work
toggether for good. But in
thosg timgs when we can-
not undgrstand or gugn
imaging what tg is doing,
wg must cling to the fact
that God truly is good and
that tig is truly good all
the timge; alwagys, all the
time in gvery circum-
staneg, in gvery way no
matter what. We can over-
comg the times of diffi-
culty and grperigneg the
peacg and gvegn the joy He
has promised, but only
when we rgeognize that tlg
is God. This is the gs-
sgneg of faith. dometimes
wg cannot undgrstand tlim
and tis ways, but with the
faith tig providgs, we can
walk confidgntly through
the darkest vallgys and the
most barrgn dgserts, be-
causg e is alwaygs oar
help and our comfort.

Barb is a graduate of UC
Berkeley, a busy stay at
home mother, worship min-
ister, contributing writer
and editor for our Newslet-
ter, and a
she would love to hear
from her if you have any
comments about her arti-
cle. Barb can reach at:

BarbBenfante@gmail.com

frienct
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Tb@ lsord Is Mg oSh Qph Qrd ~ continued from our Spring newsletter

s was mentioned in the
Spring Newsletter, | had a
discussion with somg
frignds a short timg ago
and they asked about the
Biblical refergnces to the
rod and the staff in the
Old Testament. The spe-
cifie qugstion asked was,
“was the rod and staff ong
or two different objegets?”

| found the following in-
formation on the interngt
at (www.antipas.org)
about the use of the “rod
and staff” in dfrica. | can-
not voueh for angthing
¢lsg on this site, but |
thought this was helpful.
Wssuming thereg would be
a great deal of similarity
to those used by the shep-
herds in Isragl. The Spring
Newsletter discussed the
rod. The information bg-
low is about thg shep-
herd’s staff.

A Shepherd Looks At
Psalm 23i By Phillip Keller

We turn now to discuss
and considgr the shep-
herd's staff. In a sgnsg, the
staff, morg than any other
item of his personal
gquipment, idgntifigs the
shegpherd as a shegpherd.
No ong in ang other pro-
fgssion carrigs a shep-
herd's staff. It is uniquely
an instrument used for the
carg and managegment of

shegp -- and only sheep.
It will not do for cattlg,
horsgs or hogs. It is de-
signed, shaped and
adapted gspecially to the
negeds of sheep.

The staff is gssentially a
symbol of thg concern,
the compassion that a
shegpherd has for his
charggs. No other single
word can better dgscribe
its function on behalf of
the floek than that it is for
their "comfort."

Whergas the rod conveys
the conegpt of authority,
of power, of discipling, of
defense against danger,
the word "staff" speaks of
all that is longsuffering
and Rind.

The shepherd's staff is
normally a long, slender
stick, oftegn with a erook
or hook on ong gnd. It is
sglgeted with carg by the
owngr; it is shaped,
smoothegd, and cut to best

suit his own personal usg.

Somghow the staff is of
special comfort to the
shegpherd himself. In the
tough tramps and during
the long weary watchegs
with his sheep, he lIgans
on it for support and
strgngth. It becomes to
him a most precious com-

fort and help in his dutigs.

There arg threg argas of
sheep managegment in
which the staff plays a
most significant rolg. The

first of thegsge ligs in draw-
ing sheep together into
an intimate relationship.
The shepherd will usg his
staff to gently lift a ngw-
born lamb and bring it to
its mother if they bgcome
parted. He dogs this be-
causg hg dogs not wish to
havg the gwe reject her
offspring if it bears the
odor of his hands upon it.

..the staff is used by the
shegpherd to reach out
and cateh individual
shegp, young or old, and
draw them closg to him-
self for intimate gramina-
tion. The staff is very use-
ful this wag for the shy
and timid sheegp normally
tend to Kegp at a distance
from the shepherd.

The staff is also used for
guiding sheep. {Igain and
again | have sgen a shep-
herd usg his staff to
guidg his sheep gently
into a ngw path or
through some gate or
along danggrous, difficult
rouigs. tlg dogs not usg it
actually to beat the beast.
Rathgr, the tip of the long
slgndgr stick is laid gen-~
tly against the animal's
sideg and the pregssure
applied guides the sheep
in the way the ownger
wants it to go. Thus the
shegp is reassured of its
proper path.

Being stubborn eregatures
shegp often get into the

most ridiculous and pre-
posterous dilemmas. |
have seegn my own shegp,
greedy for ong morg
mouthful of green grass,
climb down steep cliffs
wherg they slipped and
fell into the sga. Only my
long shepherd's staff
could lift them out of the
water back onto solid
ground.

{Inother common oceur-
rgncg was to find shegp
stuck fast in labyrinths of
wild rosgs or bramblgs
wherg they had pushed in
to find a few stray mouth-
fuls of green grass. Soon
the thorns werg so
hooked in their wool they
could not possibly pull
free, tug as they might.
Only the usg of the staff
could freg them from their
gntanglgment.

Hopefully these articlgs
have aided gou in better
understanding the Old
Testament referegnces to
the shepherd’s usg of the
rod and staff
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Our mission at Corolla Chapel
is to gncourage as many pgo-
plg as possiblg to make surg
that they havg a gegnuing faith
based relationship with Jesus.
The Biblg teaches that just ac-
kRnowledging that Jgsus was a
real, albgit good, historical
figure is not adgquate to save
a person. It instruets us, in no
anegrtain terms, that we must
live out our beligfs and submit
our will to God. Whilg this is a

Ouwur Mission

life long Igarning procgss, it is
still, without doubt, an obsgrv-
ablg procgss.

It is our dgsire to help people
become fully devoted followers
of Jesus.

We aceept and teach the Bi-
blg’s assertion that Jgsus is the
ereator and lsord of the uni-
verse, that gvergong must ac-
Rnowledge Him as such, and
live a life that is consistent with

that confession. {Is gvidence
of this acknowlgdgement ong
must pursug God’s will for
ongs life.

In the case that God’s will dogs
not align with the individuals
will, that person must subordi-
nate his/her will to the revealed
will of God. This practical liv-
ing out of ongs faith in this way
gstablishgs gvidgncg that ong
has indeed begen found in
Christ.

A special thank you to Barb Benfante for editing our newsletter.
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