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How much do the circum-
stances of our lives affect 
how we walk each day with 
God? Our heartfelt desire 
is to always remain in His 
presence, trusting His 
goodness in whatever life 
brings us. But how often, 
when life is hard or cir-
cumstances are confusing, 
do we suddenly forget that 
God is God and we are 
not! Even though the 
Scripture is clear that His 

ways are not our ways 
and His thoughts are not 
our thoughts, how easily 
we slip into a mindset of 
trying to understand Him 
based on our own ways 
and our own thoughts. 
This leads us to act in 
ways that bring us little 
peace and often create 
more pain and turmoil.  
We ask God inappropriate 
questions as we endeavor 
to explain His actions or 

seeming lack of concern 
for our suffering.  We suc-
cumb to fears and anxiety 
instead of trusting.  And 
we even begin to doubt 
His goodness and His 
perfect love and mercy. 

Of course, we should bring 
every question and con-
cern before our God. But 
some questions are not 
helpful or appropriate. 
What kinds of questions 
are inappropriate?    
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tations that the next pro-
ject will be to improve the 
problematic heating / air 
conditioning situation in 
the chapel.   

The Lord has used many 
of you to accomplish 
meeting the financial 
goals.  All of the credit 
certainly goes to Him.  
However, we would be 
making a big mistake in 
not to recognizing God‟s 
instruments (God‟s peo-

Contributions to the build-
ing fund have slowed over 
the last quarter.  As of the 
end of June $9,000 is 
needed to complete this 
project.  Still, we are 
pleased and encouraged 
by the progress, especially 
given the country‟s eco-
nomic situation over the 
last two years.  

We are excited about fi-
nally seeing this project 
come to a close with expec-

Status on the Parsonage  
ple) in accomplishing this 
work.   

A big thank you to all of 
you who have prayerfully 
and financial supported 
this project!  Corolla 
Chapel has a small local 
congregation and without 
the support of our ex-
tended family like you….. 
Well, I‟m just not sure that 
we would / could be here. 

Many Blessings 

Those who have been 
praying for and supporting 
the building of our parson-
age should be encouraged 
by its progress.  We had 
hoped to have retired the 
parsonage debt by this 
past April.  Unfortunately, 
this did not happen.   



Those that bring into 
question the wisdom and 
motives of God. Many 
times the most useless 
question we can ever ask 
is “why”.  It is useless be-
cause knowing why often 
does little more than sat-
isfy our curiosity.  It does-
n‟t change a hard situation 
and it doesn‟t necessarily 
provide any recourse to 
remedy what we are going 
through.  Worse, it indi-
cates that we are trying to 
figure out God and His 
motives using our human 
logic and reasons.  The 
underlying assumption 
when we ask „why‟ is that 
somehow God got it wrong 
and we need to explain 
why He got it wrong.  If we 
can just understand His 
reasoning then maybe we 
can trust Him again.  But 
truly the answer to the 
question „why‟ is because 
He is God and we aren‟t.  
Sometimes God just asks 
us to trust Him without 
knowing why or having a 
full understanding of His 
actions and motives.  As 
Job finally concluded, 
“Surely I spoke of things I 
did not understand, things 
too wonderful for me to 
know.” So we must recog-
nize God‟s ways are truly 
higher than ours. The only 
truly satisfying, peace giv-
ing response, especially 
when the circumstances of 
life are beyond explana-
tion, is to trust that He 

knows what we cannot. He 
is God and we need to be-
lieve His promise that all 
things truly do work to-
gether for good when we 
love Him and follow His 
purposes. 

When we suddenly face an 
unexpected situation in 
our lives, how should we 
respond?  We should, of 
course, respond with trust, 
trust that God is good and 
has our very best interests 
at heart.  But how often do 
we feel fear and respond 
to that instead.  My dog 
always provides me with 
interesting object lessons 
and her fear is one of 
those.  She is the sweetest, 
most submissive dog you 
could ever meet.  She is 
beautifully trained and 
highly obedient.  As long 
as she understands what 
you want of her, she re-
sponds.  That is, unless 
there is something to be 
afraid of---then she only 
listens to her fear.  When 
there is thunder or a siren 
or another unexplained 
sound, she ceases to be 
obedient, trying to please 
her master.  Instead, she 
becomes consumed with 
escaping what she fears.  
Nothing can persuade her 
that there really isn‟t any-
thing to fear; the fear is all 
she can see. Do we not 
respond the same way 
when something comes 
into our lives that is out of 

our control or too painful 
to face?  Our great and 
benevolent Master tells us 
to be anxious for nothing; 
He says though you walk 
through the valley of the 
shadow of death, you will 
fear no evil, I am with you; 
He reminds us, do not 
fear; I will help you; and 
He exhorts us to be strong 
and courageous, not to be 
afraid or terrified because 
of them, for He, the Lord 
your God, goes with you.  
We know these truths, but 
sometimes we still react 
like my poor dog, we stop 
following our master, we 
stop obeying and we act in 
fear.  Sometimes we even 
sin based on our fears, 
because we have stopped 
trusting our Master. Only 
by embracing and focus-
ing on truths like these, by 
filling ourselves with His 
Word, can we follow even 
in the face of fear. 

Suffering, pain and vari-
ous difficulties are the 
nature of the world in 
which we live, they are the 
condition of man. Some-
times they tempt us to 
doubt that God is truly 
good.  We begin to ques-
tion His love and faithful-
ness, we wonder if His 
mercy is truly extended to 
us.  Sometimes we have 
the luxury of understand-
ing how God is working, 
how He is drawing us 
closer to Him, teaching us 
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to trust Him, managing 
life‟s circumstances so 
that all things really work 
together for good. But in 
those times when we can-
not understand or even 
imagine what He is doing, 
we must cling to the fact 
that God truly is good and 
that He is truly good all 
the time; always, all the 
time in every circum-
stance, in every way no 
matter what.  We can over-
come the times of diffi-
culty and experience the 
peace and even the joy He 
has promised, but only 
when we recognize that He 
is God.  This is the es-
sence of faith. Sometimes 
we cannot understand Him 
and His ways, but with the 
faith He provides, we can 
walk confidently through 
the darkest valleys and the 
most barren deserts, be-
cause He is always our 
help and our comfort. 

Barb is a graduate of UC 

Berkeley, a busy stay at 

home mother, worship min-

ister, contributing writer 

and editor for our Newslet-

ter, and a friend.  I’m sure 

she would love to hear 

from her if you have any 

comments about her arti-

cle.  Barb can reach at: 

 

BarbBenfante@gmail.com  
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sheep -- and only sheep. 
It will not do for cattle, 
horses or hogs. It is de-
signed, shaped and 
adapted especially to the 
needs of sheep. 

The staff is essentially a 
symbol of the concern, 
the compassion that a 
shepherd has for his 
charges. No other single 
word can better describe 
its function on behalf of 
the flock than that it is for 
their "comfort." 

Whereas the rod conveys 
the concept of authority, 
of power, of discipline, of 
defense against danger, 
the word "staff" speaks of 
all that is longsuffering 
and kind. 

The shepherd's staff is 
normally a long, slender 
stick, often with a crook 
or hook on one end. It is 
selected with care by the 
owner; it is shaped, 
smoothed, and cut to best 
suit his own personal use. 

Somehow the staff is of 
special comfort to the 
shepherd himself. In the 
tough tramps and during 
the long weary watches 
with his sheep, he leans 
on it for support and 
strength. It becomes to 
him a most precious com-
fort and help in his duties. 

There are three areas of 
sheep management in 
which the staff plays a 
most significant role. The 

first of these lies in draw-
ing sheep together into 
an intimate relationship. 
The shepherd will use his 
staff to gently lift a new-
born lamb and bring it to 
its mother if they become 
parted. He does this be-
cause he does not wish to 
have the ewe reject her 
offspring if it bears the 
odor of his hands upon it. 

...the staff is used by the 
shepherd to reach out 
and catch individual 
sheep, young or old, and 
draw them close to him-
self for intimate examina-
tion. The staff is very use-
ful this way for the shy 
and timid sheep normally 
tend to keep at a distance 
from the shepherd. 

The staff is also used for 
guiding sheep. Again and 
again I have seen a shep-
herd use his staff to 
guide his sheep gently 
into a new path or 
through some gate or 
along dangerous, difficult 
routes. He does not use it 
actually to beat the beast. 
Rather, the tip of the long 
slender stick is laid gen-
tly against the animal's 
side and the pressure 
applied guides the sheep 
in the way the owner 
wants it to go. Thus the 
sheep is reassured of its 
proper path. 

Being stubborn creatures 
sheep often get into the 
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most ridiculous and pre-
posterous dilemmas. I 
have seen my own sheep, 
greedy for one more 
mouthful of green grass, 
climb down steep cliffs 
where they slipped and 
fell into the sea. Only my 
long shepherd's staff 
could lift them out of the 
water back onto solid 
ground. 

Another common occur-
rence was to find sheep 
stuck fast in labyrinths of 
wild roses or brambles 
where they had pushed in 
to find a few stray mouth-
fuls of green grass. Soon 
the thorns were so 
hooked in their wool they 
could not possibly pull 
free, tug as they might. 
Only the use of the staff 
could free them from their 
entanglement. 

 

 

Hopefully these articles 
have aided you in better 
understanding the Old 
Testament references to 
the shepherd‟s use of the 
rod and staff 

As was mentioned in the 
Spring Newsletter, I had a 
discussion with some 
friends a short time ago 
and they asked about the 
Biblical references to the 
rod and the staff in the 
Old Testament.  The spe-
cific question asked was, 
“was the rod and staff one 
or two different objects?” 

I found the following in-
formation on the internet 
at (www.antipas.org) 
about the use of the “rod 
and staff” in Africa.  I can-
not vouch for anything 
else on this site, but I 
thought this was helpful.  
Assuming there would be 
a great deal of similarity 
to those used by the shep-
herds in Israel. The Spring 
Newsletter discussed the 
rod.  The information be-
low is about the shep-
herd‟s staff. 

A Shepherd Looks At  

Psalm 23ñBy Phillip Keller 

"THY ROD AND THY 

STAFF THEY COMFORT 

ME"  

We turn now to discuss 
and consider the shep-
herd's staff. In a sense, the 
staff, more than any other 
item of his personal 
equipment, identifies the 
shepherd as a shepherd. 
No one in any other pro-
fession carries a shep-
herd's staff. It is uniquely 
an instrument used for the 
care and management of 



life long learning process, it is 
still, without doubt, an observ-
able process. 

It is our desire to help people 
become fully devoted followers 
of Jesus.  

We accept and teach the Bi-
ble‟s assertion that Jesus is the 
creator and Lord of the uni-
verse, that everyone must ac-
knowledge Him as such, and 
live a life that is consistent with 

Our mission at Corolla Chapel 
is to encourage as many peo-
ple as possible to make sure 
that they have a genuine faith 
based relationship with Jesus. 
The Bible teaches that just ac-
knowledging that Jesus was a 
real, albeit good, historical 
figure is not adequate to save 
a person.  It instructs us, in no 
uncertain terms, that we must 
live out our beliefs and submit 
our will to God.  While this is a 

that confession.  As evidence 
of this acknowledgement one 
must pursue God‟s will for 
ones life.   

In the case that God‟s will does 
not align with the individuals 
will, that person must subordi-
nate his/her will to the revealed 
will of God.  This practical liv-
ing out of ones faith in this way 
establishes evidence that one 
has indeed been found in 
Christ. 

Our Mission 
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Jesus       King of Kings & Lord of Lords 

We are praying for Godôs people to partner with us in our ministry here at the 

chapel.  We have an amazing opportunity to affect lives with the Gospel as 

people vacation here in the outer banks. 

A special thank you to Barb Benfante for editing our newsletter. 


