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Psalms 19:1-6 ( NKJV ) 
1 The heavens declare the glory of 
God;  And the firmament shows His 

handiwork. 
2 Day unto day utters speech,  And 

night unto night reveals knowledge. 
3 There is no speech nor language  

Where their voice is not heard. 
4 Their £line has gone out through all 
the earth,  And their words to the end 

of the world.  In them He has set a 

tabernacle for the sun, 
5 Which is like a bridegroom coming 
out of his chamber,  And rejoices like a 

strong man to run its race. 
6 Its rising is from one end of heaven,  
And its circuit to the other end;  And 

there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

John W. Austin Memorial, Inc. June/July 2009 

We are back into the swing of our summer season once again.   The weather is warm, roads are busy, 

and beaches dotted with umbrellas and towels.  It is that time of year where the nostalgic music of the 

Beach Boys, and others òkind of soothes the soul,ó if you know what I mean.  There is something 

refreshing, almost healing about summer to me.   

I make a practice of trying to see Godõs creative handy work in nature whenever I can.  It really is 

everywhere.  Weõre just often too busy to notice. 

20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 

things that are made,   Romans 1:20 ( NKJV )  

I was studying for my next sermon at my favorite 

place (the beach) the other day, enjoying the 

warmth of the sun when I noticed a few fins in the 

water not far off shore.  The dolphins were at it.  

I suppose they were feeding, but it seemed so 

much more like play to me.  I saw a few leap right 

out of the water reminiscent of Sea World.  

Down the beach a ways I noticed a few flippers 

pop up and smack the water.  I was told that the 

dolphins hunt together in groups and that this is 

one of the tactics they use to scare the 

unsuspecting fish in the direction of their 

compadreõs to score a quick meal.   

Out of curiosity, I did a little òdolphinó research 

on the internet and found out that dolphins are 

able to put half of their brains to sleep while the other half remains conscious, part of the  creative 

genius of God that lets them rest while continuing to surface for air and stay alert to predators.  

òNew research shows that dolphins can maintain round-the-clock vigilance for at least five days without 

experiencing any physical signs of sleep deprivation.  Even after five days without a break, the dolphins' 

response to the auditory cue remained as sharp as it was at the outset of the test. 

Researchers tested the dolphins' visual vigilance during half-sleep by training the dolphins to recognize 

and respond to a visual stimulus of three horizontal red bars or one vertical green bar. 

Dolphins' binocular vision is limited, because their eyes are on opposite sides of their heads. 

They first trained one dolphin's right eye to recognize either the three horizontal red bars or the 

vertical green bar. Since half of the brain is asleep during testing, researchers reasoned that the dolphin 

would see the shapes only through the eye connected to the conscious half of the brain. 

When they began training the left eye, the researchers said, they were surprised when the dolphin 

already recognized the shapes. The information must have been transferred between the two brain 

hemispheres, they concluded. 

The researchers also enticed the dolphins into a bay at night where they could be shown the horizontal 

and vertical bar shapes. As with the auditory response, the dolphins were as sharp at the end of five 

days as they had been at the beginning. 

When the researchers checked the dolphins' blood for signs of sleep deprivation, they found none.ó 

Godõs creative genius can be found everywhere. 

24   O Lord, how manifold are Your works!   In wisdom You have made them all. The earth is full of 

Your possessionsñ 25 This great and wide sea, In which are innumerable teeming things, Living things 

both small and great.   Psalms 104:24-25 ( NKJV ) 

Pastor Rick 



In the last newsletter I made the statement that 

òthe last few months have been quiet for the 

community, without all of the vacationing 

guests.ó  Well that is no longer the case.  Things 

are starting to bustle again with guests hurrying 

to get into their rentals so that they can enjoy 

their vacations.  Some hoof it down to the beach 

for a little time in the sun, some take a drive 

north up the beach in hopes of getting a glimpse 

of the wild horses, while others take time out to 

take a relaxing stroll around the beautiful Old 

Corolla Village.  Ahhhhé SUMMER HAS AR-

RIVED!  

Weõve been pretty busy again this year with 

weddings at the chapel.  Weõve now added a 

second (8:30 a.m.) service which will continue 

through Labor Day.    

We continued to spend a fair amount of our 

time focused on raising funds for the parsonage.  

We worked with a local bank to finance the 

construction.  That was a new and interesting 

challenge given the current economic situation.   

The Lord continues to be amazing in His faithful-

ness, via His people.  The construction is finally 

complete.  We are all moved in, for the most 

part anyway.  There is still plenty to do, but I 

expect that may always be the case.   

I have a dream.  That seems so cliché, but it is 

true.  As far as I know the bridge is expected to 

be built from the mainland to the shores of Co-

rolla.  Once this happens, I expect that we could 

see an influx of families and more full time resi-

dents.  We still have work to do on the Chapel 

in preparation for this possibility.   

Our present goal is to pay off the loan for the 

parsonage and then begin discussion of our fu-

ture plans 

We began writing this portion of the newsletter 

about a week ago and wrote òWe are down to 

needing to raise about $115,000 to pay off our 

noteó.  However, that is no longer the case.  Just 

last Sunday Bernie Mancuso (Mancuso Develop-

ment) brought us a refund check for $29,000.  

He said that because of the timing of our con-

struction material costs, labor, etc. were down 

and that he, and his sub-contractors, were able 

to build the parsonage for considerably less than 

the original estimate.  (I pray that the Lord will 

reward them for their generosity).  Not only 

was that not expected, but we had anticipated 

owing an additional sum of money.  Our current 

loan amount now stands at $62,000.  GOD IS 

GOOD!  With Godõs help, we hope to pay the 

remainder of the loan off this year. 

Once again, on behalf of Corolla Chapel and its 

board of directors, we would like to express our 

deepest expression of gratitude to the friends of 

Corolla Chapel who have helped us come this 

far in financing the parsonage.   

Thank you so very much and 
may the Lord richly bless you! 

The Last Few Months 
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Intimacy with God? What is it and how is it 

attained? God created each of us with a longing 

for intimacy ð intimacy with each other, but 

especially, intimacy with Him. So we must come 

to some understanding of what He is asking of us 

and what He is offering. We must come to the 

realization that we were created to fellowship 

with our Creator. We need Him and He desires 

us. òGod desires us?ó Yes! He wants us and 

desires us. He gave the very best He had in Jesus 

to regain what Adam lost in the Garden. And He 

did it for intimacy.  

Intimacy never involves just one. As the old 

adage goes, òIt takes two to tango.ó And God 

has gone to great lengths to dance with mankind. 

From the time He walked with Adam in Eden to 

this day, His desire hasnõt abated or changed. So 

passionate is His desire that He has worked 

intensely throughout time to bring humanity 

back to a place of intimate communion. He gave 

the ultimate Gift so He might walk with us in the 

garden of our lives (John 3:16). From the midst 

Whispers of Eden: Intimacy with God  by Barb Benfante 
Intimacy:  a close, familiar, and usually affectionate or loving personal relationship 

with another person or group. a close association with or detailed knowledge or deep 

of the Garden, the Lord called out to Adam. 

Today He is calling out our names, waiting to 

share His heart with us, waiting to hear our 

hearts expressed to Him. To better understand 

Godõs desires for intimacy, letõs consider what it 

entails. What does it mean? Is it hard to attain? 

The biggest hindrance to communion with God 

is our perception of who He is. Basing our per-

ception of Godõs character on the ungodly ac-

tions or attitudes of others will skew our under-

standing of His nature. Or circumstances in our 

lives prevent us from drawing near. Yet David 

says in Psalm 27:10: òThough my father and 

mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me.ó 

In other words, regardless of who abandons us, 

betrays us, or hurts us, the Lord is ready, willing 

and able to embrace us.  God states throughout 

His Word that He is our strong tower, our 

refuge, our hiding place -- to name only a few. 

He is our security, although we may try to find 

security in our position, our wealth, even our 

friends and family. Somehow we think if we 

become intimate with God, we will lose our 

security. In fact, just the opposite happens. We 

meet God, and He infuses all areas of our lives, 

enhancing each one with His presence, power, 

and transformation -- seating us in a secure place 

in Him.  

So how do we do this? We go to God and cling 

to Him with the realization we are doing what 

we were created to do, and He will not turn us 

away (Luke 11:9). God tells us He never shows 

partiality to anyone (Job 34:19). He gave so that 

all should live abundantly in His presence.  

You cannot know someone you donõt spend 

time with. Intimacy develops as a result of close 

contact with someone over a period of time. 

Trust is built, confidence grows, and hearts 

change, becoming endeared to one another. Did 

you ever think about the fact that He is already 

waiting for you? What an awesome thought: The 

òCreatoró of all that is or ever will be is waiting 

to talk with you and me.  So whatõs the hard 

part?  The hard part is making the choice that 

we are going to spend time alone with God.  We 

http://www.allaboutgod.com/truth/luke-11.htm#9
http://www.allaboutgod.com/truth/job-34.htm#19


are going to make solitude with him a habit, a 

priority and a necessity in our lives.  Oh, but you 

say, òYou donõt know my schedule.ó Yes I do. 

Iõm just like you. But life is built of many little 

moments. The little moments are where you 

start. You can start by simply saying, òI love You, 

Jesus.ó What would happen if you went through 

your day, repeating, òJesus loves meó and did this 

over a period of a week? Your heart would 

change. The first step of intimacy would take 

place: speaking, sharing. You could quote scrip-

tures or tell Him, òI love You.ó These moments 

will add up, and your whole life gradually be-

comes filled with thoughts of Him.  

This is what I mean by being simple: if you strug-

gle with a certain area in your life and need to 

know Godõs thoughts on the matter, find a Scrip-

ture befitting the need, memorize it perhaps, and 

repeat it to yourself when you struggle. You see 

He wants to spill over throughout our day. And 

as He does, your desires change, and you find 

yourself going to Him first, longing for Him, and 

needing Him in a way until moments are not 

enough.  

Of course, intimacy isnõt always about being 

verbal. Deep relationship with God can be built 

by sitting quietly with Him, reflecting on His 

goodness and love. In those quiet times your 

heart can hear His voice. òHearing?ó you say. 

Yes, hearing must be the other half of intimacy. 

Listening as He speaks back to your heart, òI 

love you no matter what.ó His words may come 

in your thoughts or from the words of others 

that speak truth to you.  

Take a leap of faith, and pour out your heart to 

the Lover of your soul, position yourself to lis-

ten, and He will speak. The seeds of intimacy will 

sprout abundantly. Author Henri Nouwen calls it 

moving from absurd living to obedient listening. 

The word absurd includes a root word that 

means òdeafó Absurd living is living deaf to the 

voice that is calling to our hearts and speaks to 

us in silence.  It leads us to feel unfulfilled and 

lonely in the midst of a busy life, because we are 

no longer hearing the voice of our creator and 

we are living cut off from the vital source of our 

existence.  So we need to move to an obedient 

life.  The word obedient contains a root word 

that means òlisteningó.  So the obedient life is 

one in which we listen with great attention to 

the voice of our God.  This God who exists, 

who cares, heals, guides, challenges, confronts, 

corrects and forms us--- an active God who 

wants to present in our lives.  In our relationship 

with God, our time with him plants seeds in our 

heart, a discipline of time so the garden of inti-

macy grows and blossoms from the tiny seed of 

a few moments of solitude, into a garden so rich 

and beautiful that it begins to rival Eden in out 

hearts.  Eden is always calling out to us; that 

perfect unspoiled intimacy that was shared with 

God in that garden.  We hear whispers of it all 

around us.  Think of it as whispers of Eden that 

drift around us in daily life.   

We know many spiritual religious things about the 

love of God.  Jesus loves us, for God so loved the 

world.  Doesnõt it sometimes sound like he loves 

us because he has to, thatõs his job after all? But 

no, that is not true.  He loves you as a father, as a 

creator, as a friend and as a lover.  Yes, as a lover, 

even though we might be a little squirmy and 

uncomfortable with that notion.  But He wants us 

to go beyond the childlike òJesus loves me this I 

knowó to a place of healing and maturity; to be 

people who actually know him with our whole 

hearts.  He put beautiful verses of longing and 

desire in the Bible. You are the one he is singing 

over with delight as it says in Zephaniah 3:17 òThe 

LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He 

will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his 

love, he will rejoice over you with singing.ó  You over-

whelm his heart with just òone glance of your 

eyesó (Song of Solomon 4:9).  He wants your 

deep heart, the deepest place in you that is the 

truest you.  He wants the real you. And he wants 

you to know the real him.  Not God-up-there or 

God-of-Sunday-morning but as the pursuer of 

your heart, as the lover of all you are.  In the 

book of Hosea it says: "I will betroth you to me 

forever I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, 

in love and compassion. (2:19) 

There are a number of Biblical metaphors for our 

relationship with God. We are clay, he is the 

potter.  We are sheep, he is the shepherd. Each 

one speaks to a season in our journey with God 

and the various aspects of his heart toward us. 

Each one is beautiful and as you look carefully you 

notice that they ascend in a wonderful progres-

sion of intimacy. A lump of clay has little response 

to the potter, only the potter is actively involved 

in that relationship. Shepherd and sheep interact 

and know each other.  The intimacy grows as the 

servant attends to the master, and it grows richer 

as a father and child are intimate and when he 

calls us his friends, even better. But the most 

breathtaking is when God says He is our lover, 

our fiancé, our bridegroom and we are His. That 

is the pinnacle and the goal of his redeeming work 

in our lives. Remember at the end of the book in 

Revelations Christ will return for his bride.  It is 

intimate and it is romantic. The Great Love Story 

of scripture reveals a Lover who longs for you.  

You are meant to fill a place in Godõs heart that 

no one else can fill.  He wants to be loved. He 

wants to be known as only lovers can know each 

other. He wants intimacy with you.  Yes, He 

wants obedience but not from duty or guilt, but 

when it flows out of a heart filled with love for 

him.  

But you do not have to struggle or earn it or ever 

be afraid to lose it. It is bestowed on us; freely 

because he has chosen us and nothing can sepa-

rate us from his love.  We are created to be the 

object of desire and affection of one who is totally 

and completely in love with us. An intimate rela-

tionship with Jesus is for each and every one of 

us; God wants intimacy with each of us.  So what 

is your part? In order to have it, you must offer 

intimacy to him.  Think for a minute about the 

Martha and Mary story in Luke 10 "Martha, 

Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried 

and upset about many things, but only one thing 

is needed. Mary has chosen what is better and it 

will not be taken away from her." What is this 

òone thingó that is needed that Jesus talks 

about? Jesus is speaking straight into the heart 

of the matter: the one thing that is needed is a 

captivated, adoring heart that wants to re-

spond to the extravagant love of God with 

worship. Jesus is the only one who is worthy 

of that devotion of our heart and Mary recog-

nized who he was: the source of all life; Love 

incarnate.  She did what I hope we would have 

done: dropped everything and sat at his feet, 

fixing the gaze of her eyes and the gaze of her 

heart upon him. Martha is like the busy 

church, the distracted bride.  Jesus first com-

mandment in Matt 22:37  is òLove the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.ó  He wants us to love one 

another, yes.  He wants us to serve one an-

other, yes. But first and foremost, he wants 

our utter devotion and love for him.  Offer 

your heart to him.  One more garden meta-

phor: cultivate intimacy and cultivating means 

putting some effort into this garden.  It means 

making choices with our time and priorities 

and it may mean making some sacrifices to 

gain the benefit of growing intimacy with God.  

Think about how you need to thin seedlings in 

a garden, some need to be sacrificed to end 

up with a more beautiful, bountiful garden.  

The activities and demands of your life are like 

those seedlings and some may need to be 

sacrificed.  And then there are weeds, weeds 

need to be pulled out for a thriving garden; 

weeds like fear, guilt, shame or pain can be 

removed and healed by the master gardener.  

We need God to be more real in our lives. If 

you have a hunger for his touch in your heart, 

a thirst for more revelation of who he truly is, 

you must set aside time for him. You need to 

make room in your life; think of it as sacred 

time.  But it will be worth it---you will be-

come captivated by his love and his beauty.  

At first it may not be amazing.  Just like a first 

date is awkward but then relationship blooms 

in time. But we grow in this as we practice the 

presence of God. You donõt need to do any-

thing; you just need to be there in the mo-

ment with him. You are his beloved, the beat 

of his heart, the love of his life.  Draw near. 

He is waiting.  We sometimes hear that to be 

spiritual is to be busy, to be spiritual is to be 

disciplined; to be spiritual is to be dutiful. But I 

submit that to be spiritual is to be intimate 

with God. 

Barb is a graduate of UC Berkley .  She is busy 

stay at home mother.  Among the many other 

things that she does, she home schools her 

three children.  If you would like to send 

comments to Barb, you can e-mail her at 

BarbBenfante@gmail.com  
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“No vacation to the Outer Banks is complete 

without attending a service at the Corolla Chapel” 
Taken from a guest book in a vacation home 

 

Jesus       King of Kings & Lord of Lords 

Please consider partnering with us.   

All gifts are tax deductible.   

Checks should be made to Corolla Chapel 

learning process, it is still, without 

doubt, an observable process. 

It is our desire to help people be-

come fully devoted followers of 

Jesus.  

We accept and teach the Bibleõs 

assertion that Jesus is the creator 

and Lord of the universe, that eve-

ryone must acknowledge Him as 

such, and live a life that is consis-

tent with that confession.  As evi-

dence of this acknowledgement 

one must pursue Godõs will for 

ones life.   

In the case that Godõs will does 

not align with the individuals will, 

that person must subordinate his/

her will to the revealed will of 

God.  This practical living out of 

ones faith in this way establishes 

evidence that one has indeed been 

found in Christ. 

Our mission at Corolla Chapel is 

to encourage as many people as 

possible to make sure that they 

have a genuine faith based relation-

ship with Jesus. The Bible teaches 

that just acknowledging that Jesus 

was a real, albeit good, historical 

figure is not adequate to save a 

person.  It instructs us, in no un-

certain terms, that we must live 

out our beliefs and submit our will 

to God.  While this is a life long 

Our Mission 

Connecting People With Jesus  
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