
Wow, how time flies.  Weõve past by some wonderful holidayõs since our last 

newsletter was published.  Thanksgiving, Christmas, and now the New Year 

celebration is behind us.  Laura and I even managed to squeeze in a vacation.  

What a blessing that was.  All in all it was a busy, yet refreshing and joyful time 

for us.   

Over these last few month I was able to learn and re -learn some important 

truths.  And what a blessing that has been.  We really love the spiritual journey 

that God has us on.  Part of that journey includes Godõs revelation of spiritual 

truths and a continual unfolding of His love and purposes for His people.   

One of the old, albeit sometimes forgotten, truths that we were lead to medi-

tate on was that just like there are ònatural lawsó, there are ònatural spiritual 

lawsó that operate all the time whether we know or think about them or not. 

For instance, we learned that by focusing our mind on what we have, and to 

express thanksgiving and praise to God for who He is and what He has done for 

us, that we ònaturallyó experience a wonderful sense of peace and joy.  We 

will ònaturallyó experience peace and joy because we will have less time to 

think about what we donõt have.  This practice reduces and can obliterate 

worry and anxiety.  The practical reality of this practice is this - to the degree 

that we practice thanksgiving and praise, to that same degree we will experi-

ence the joy and peace that accompanies it.  This practice also generates hope 

in God for the future.  All of this  is just another way of saying that to that 

same degree practice thanksgiving and praise, to that same degree we will ex-

perience the Kingdom of God right here, right now, in this life.  You ask how can that be.  Iõm glad you asked.  

The Bible tells us:  

17for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit .    Romans 14:17 ( NKJV ) (emphasis added)  

If we want to experience what it is like to live in Godõs Kingdom, we must seek this kind of peace and joy by 

learning  to make thankfulness, praise, and worship to God a an integral part of our own character.  Once again, 

this leads to a deepening of ones hope and trust in God, which will deplete worry and anxiety of its power to 

dominate us.  

One other important factor there in verse 17 that we have not discussed is the idea of òrighteousnessó.  The truth 

is that without òrighteousnessó, we cannot experience the fullness of peace and joy that God has for us.  It is ac-

tually this kingdom kind of òrighteousnessó that produces the kingdom kind of òpeace and joyó. 

That being the case, how to we practically obtain this righteousness.  The simple answer is by living a life that 

infused with love.  Unfortunately, as you can see I am out of space.  So the lesson of what love is and how it 

ònaturallyó leads to peace and joy will have to wait for another edition of our newsletter. 
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Quite some time ago now, we discussed how we could a) make 

the ministry of Corolla Chapel more effective, and b) help en-

sure that the ministry would continue for many years to come.  

We felt that one important missing element was that Corolla 

Chapelôs pastor needed to live in the community.   This would 

allow for the building of deeper relationships with both the con-

gregation as well as the community.   

 

 

Let The Construction Begin 

It was generally agreed that, given the salary limitations, that 

it would be prohibitive for a pastor to afford to purchase or 

rent a home in this area.  So the decision was made to begin 

collecting donations and planning for the eventual construc-

tion of a parsonage.   

Well that time has arrived.  Corolla Chapelôs board met in the 

Fall of 2008 and decided that we should begin construction.  

While we have not collected enough money to complete the 

construction, we are trusting the Lord to  

move on the hearts of His people to aid us in our quest.   

The construction crew broke ground and started to clear 

the lot for the parsonage on November 24th, 2008.  At this 

witting the foundation has been laid and they are already 

framing the third story.  

A ñBIG Thank & God Bless YOUò to those of you who have 

and continue to support this project.  Having a parsonage 

for the chapelôs ministry will help to ensure that the ministry 

continues well into the future.     

Thank you so much for your continued support of this im-

portant project.  

All gifts are tax 

deductible  




