
Our family has enjoyed living near the ocean since 1978 and are now blessed to be living here in 

Corolla.   As incredible as it is to visit such a beautiful 

place, its even better living here.  No matter where you 

go, you are never far from the ocean or Currituck sound.   

I make a practice of trying to see God’s handy work  in 

nature whenever I can.  Our family used to go on 

camping trips regularly.  We really enjoyed our time 

camping in the Blue Ridge Mountains, looking for some 

beautiful “thing” that God had designed.  As much as I 

enjoyed being in the mountains, I enjoy sitting on  the 

beach gazing at the broad expanse of ocean and sky 

together even more.  Looking at the ocean is one of my 

favorite places to relax, pray and meditate.  It just seems 

so big.    

Sitting on the beach, or better yet the deck of a cruise 

liner, enjoying the view is helpful for me to put life in 

perspective.  The issues of life seem so much smaller, as 

do I.  In many ways it is humbling, and helps me not to 

take myself and my problems so serious.   

One evening, as I was leaving the office, I could hear the roar of  the waves crashing on the beach.  

There was a pretty rowdy storm off-shore which was really stirring up the water.  It was getting dark, 

but I could not resist the urge to make it down to the beach to watch all the commotion.  The sound 

and energy were actually frightening. Then I remembered that God owns it all. 

Psalms 89:6-11 ( NKJV ) 6 For who in the heavens can be compared to the LORD? Who among the 

sons of the mighty can be likened to the LORD? 7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the 

saints,     And to be held in reverence by all those around Him. 8 O LORD God of hosts, Who is 
mighty like You, O LORD?  Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 9You rule the raging of the sea; 

When its waves rise, You still them…...1You have scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm. 
11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all its fullness, You have founded 

them. 

Enjoying The  Son At Corolla 

Meet Norris Austin ~  

We would like to introduce you to Norris Austin, who is the oldest living native resident of Corolla.  

He is retired and spends his time, among other things, as a volunteer tour guide at the beautiful 

Whalehead Club, just a couple of short blocks away.  Norris Austin has lived in Corolla longer than 

any other Corolla resident.  He is the youngest grandson of William Riley Austin.. William  was one 

of the lighthouse keepers from 1891 to 1928 when he retired.   

Norris’ parents were John W. Austin and Virginia Tillett Austin.  His father and he both served as 

postmasters of Corolla.  John W. was postmaster for 24 years, and Norris served for 33 years before 

retiring.  John W. and his family regularly went to Corolla Chapel to worship.  The original vision 

was supposed to be an interdenominational chapel.   Continued top of next page. 
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However, someone had it dedi-

cated as a Missionary Baptist 

church.   It was on the Missionary 

Baptist circuit, much to the cha-

grin and displeasure of most of the 

congregation.  During the depres-

sion the Baptist dropped Corolla 

Chapel from their circuit.   

It was used by visiting ministers 

occasionally.  In 1950-51 Rupert 

Duncan was a teacher at the one 

room school house down the 

street.  He was a preacher in 

Chesapeake Virginia and taught 

school during the week.  He 

started a Wednesday night prayer 

meeting, which drew a fairly large 

attendance.  After 1951 use of the 

chapel began to wane, with occa-

sional visits from a variety of minis-

ters. 

The owner of the chapel’s property 

failed to stay current in paying 

taxes, resulting in the property 

being put up for sale for back 

taxes.  Norris’ father was informed 

that someone was trying to obtain 

the chapel in order to turn it into a 

cottage.  John W. was the last living 

trustee, so he had the first right of 

refusal to procure the property.  

He decided to pay the taxes and 

take possession of the chapel.  

John W. added a new roof and he 

and Mrs. Austin kept the chapel in 

repair waiting for the day it would 

be used once again.   

After some time Mrs. Austin passed 

away.  By this time John W. was 

getting along in years and his health 

was staring to ebb.  He knew that 

one day that the outside world 

would discover what a wonderful 

place Corolla is and that the com-

munity would grow.  He decided to 

give the chapel to Norris with the 

proviso that he would give the 

building to the congregation and 

that it had to always be an inter-

denominational chapel so that all 

Christians, regardless of their dis-

tinctions of practice, would have a 

place to worship here in Corolla.   

Now you know the rest of the story. 

 

coming months.   Between the 

multiple services, weddings, and 

day to day activities, we expect to 

stay right busy over the next several 

months.   

There are a couple of exciting 

events planned at the chapel this 

summer.  One of which is a visit by 

Sterling Riggs.  Sterling has a tre-

mendous testimony of God’s grace.  

He is going to share with us how 

the doctors performed surgery on 

him and told him that he would 

not be able to sing any longer.  To 

We just passed a key milestone 

(Memorial Day), which inaugurates 

the official beginning of the tourist 

season here in Outer banks for 

most of us.    

We were pleasantly surprised to 

watch as both our 8:30 am and 

10:00 services exceeded our atten-

dance expectations.  Both May and 

June have already been active wed-

ding months here at the Chapel.  

We expect the number of wed-

dings to decline as usual over the 

the surprise of the doctors, Sterling 

will share with us how God gra-

ciously and miraculously enables 

him to sing.  We hope that you will 

be able to come and be blessed by 

his wonderful testimony.  We will 

also enjoy a number of renditions 

of Elvis’s gospel songs sung by 

Sterling.  

One other very exciting event 

schedule in July is a baptismal 

party.  If you have not been bap-

tized as a believer since you de-

cided to follow Jesus, I encourage 

you do so.  You will not be sorry. 

Meet Norris Austin ~ Continued 

The Next Few Months 

The Last Few Months 

That said, we’ve been really 

busy making changes at the 

chapel and catching up on much 

needed maintenance and repair 

projects over the last few 

months.  A number of local 

businesses have stepped up to 

contribute time and resources to 

our little chapel.  A special 

thank you is in order to 

Mancuso Development for do-

nating  a great deal of time, ma-

terials, and energy in this regard.   

I am really not sure what we 

would have done without them.  

We pray that the Lord will 

richly reward them for their 

sacrifice.  In addition, others 

have kept us clean, inside and 

out,  and more.  Many thanks to 

all of them. 

Last, but not least, a big thank  

you to many of you whom we 

lovingly refer to as our extended 

family members.  Without your 

faithfulness to the Lord and 

your gracious generosity, we 

could not be fulfilling the Lord’s 

work here in Corolla. 

We celebrated a beautiful Res-

urrection Sunday since our last 

newsletter was published.  We 

held four services with an esti-

mated attendance of 600 souls 

(give or take).  Attendance was a 

little lower than previous years.  

Probably due to a) the earliest 

Easter in recent decades and b) 

it was bone chilling cold.  The 

temperature wasn’t all that bad, 

but it was the kind of cold that 

goes right through you.  We had 

a wonderful time nonetheless. 
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A beautiful, but cold 
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Celebration 
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Once we arrived in Corolla we 

were pleasantly surprised by 

some of the most spectacular 

sunsets that we have ever en-

countered.  We’ve visited a 

number of places including the 

eastern, western, and southern 

Caribbean, but do not recall 

seeing anything that approaches 

some of the majestic sunsets 

over the Currituck sound from 

Corolla. 

I was curious about what causes 

the red sunsets, so of course I 

went to my handy source of 

information… the internet.  

There I found that the brilliant 

red and orange sunsets that I 

appreciate so much is due to a 

couple of variables: 

At sunrise or sunset, sunlight 

takes a much longer path 

through the atmosphere than 

during the middle part of the 

day 

In the middle of the day, when 

the sun is closer to us, more of 

the colors higher on the spec-

trum that  have a low wavelength 

and high frequency makes it to 

our eye which gives the sky the 

blue appearance.  

At sunset the red light particles 

entering the atmosphere can 

easily weave through the dust 

and dirt particles in the air. 

However, colors higher on the 

spectrum have a low wavelength 

and high frequency will often 

strike particles and bounce back 

into outer space. 

That is about as scientific as I 

get.  The rest is a mystery to me, 

but I sure do enjoy watching a 

beautiful red/orange sunset.  I 

guess it’s the romantic in me.  

Enjoying one of our sunsets, I 

began to think of Matthew 16: 1-

4 to mind.  The scene: Jesus is 

being tested by some of the 

religious leaders (the educated 

elite) of His day.  They wanted a 

sign as proof of the claims that 

Jesus had been making.  They 

wanted Him to prove to them 

that He was the promised Mes-

siah.   Yet He had already pre-

sented more than sufficient signs 

to enliven their faith.  Obviously 

disappointed in their stubborn  

hearts, He scolded them for 

being able to read signs and 

patterns in nature, but being 

unable (or better unwilling) to 

“discern the signs of the times”.  

The ancients recognized certain 

signs of fair and foul weather (as 

do we), but just could not accept 

the miraculous signs from Jesus 

that they had observed. Jesus 

their promised Messiah had 

lived amongst them for quite some time.  

He raised the dead, healed the sick, gave 

hope to the hopeless, and so on.  Yet 

these people stubbornly determined to  

remain unchanged in spite of the evi-

dence.  They knew of His works, or 

His Fathers works, yet they refused to 

yield.  

As I ponder their situation and Jesus’s 

apparent frustration and disappoint-

ment in their lack of integrity, I have to 

wonder if He would be more disap-

pointed with that culture or ours.  

When I think of all of the evidence 

that has been documented over the last 

two thousand years, by some of the 

worlds greatest minds, and weigh that 

against what the Pharisee’s and Saddu-

cee’s had available, I am not sure that I 

know who has the greater guilt.   

Jesus fulfilled scores of Old Testament 

prophecies.  That number is staggering 

in light of the statistical probability of 

that occurring by chance.  According to 

Peter Stoner in his book  Science 

Speaks, the likelihood of one historical 

figure fulfilling just eight of those prophe-

cies is 10^17 IS (a figure with 17 zeros).  

To illustrate the significance of this num-

ber Stoner gave this illustration: 

“If you mark one of ten tickets, and place 

all the tickets in a hat, and thoroughly stir them, and then ask a blind-

folded man to draw one, his chance of getting the right ticket is one in 

ten. Suppose that we take 10^17 silver dollars and lay them on the 

face of Texas. They'll cover all of the state two feet deep. Now mark 

one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over 

the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he 

wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the 

right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? Just 

the same chance that the prophets would've had of writing these eight 

prophecies and having them all come true in any one man, from their 

day to the present time, providing they wrote them in their own wis-

dom (Idem, 106-107). 

In financial terms, is there anyone who would not invest in a financial 

venture if the chance of failure were only one in 10^17? This is the 

kind of sure investment we're offered by god for faith in His Messiah.” 

The question for our culture and our world is “what is our excuse for  

not discerning the times? 

By: Pastor Rick 

Discerning The Times 
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1Then the Pharisees 

and Sadducees came, 

and testing Him asked 

that He would show 

them a sign from 

heaven.  2He answered 

and said to 

them, ñWhen it is 

evening you say, óIt will 

be fair weather, for the 

sky is redô;  3and in the 

morning, óIt will be foul 

weather today, for the 

sky is red and 

threatening.ô £Hypocrite

s! You know how to 

discern the face of the 

sky, but you 

cannot discern the 

signs of the times.  4A 

wicked and adulterous 

generation seeks after 

a sign, and no sign 

shall be given to it 

except the sign of £the 

prophet Jonah.ò And He 

left them and departed.  

Matthew 16:1 - 4 

(NKJV) 

SUNSET OVER CURRITUCK SOUND 

qvb://QVB/54002145/syncglossary/34170
qvb://QVB/54002145/syncglossary/34171
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Connecting People With Christ Jesus  

Our mission at Corolla Chapel is to encourage as many people as 

possible to make sure that they have a genuine faith based 

relationship with Jesus.   The Bible teaches that just acknowledging 

that Jesus was a real, albeit good, historical figure is not adequate to 

save a person.  It instructs us, in no uncertain terms, that we must 

yield our will to him, without reservation. 

In keeping with this, as James the younger brother of Jesus points out, 

even demons believe that there is one God.  However, they take 

issue with His will and have chosen not to subordinate themselves to 

Him.  They rebel against Him and tremble at the certainty of their 

fate.  James 2:19 

To that end we teach that Jesus is the creator and Lord of the 

universe, that everyone must acknowledge Him as such, and live a life 

that is consistent with that confession.  As evidence of this 

acknowledgement one must pursue Godõs will for onesõ life.  In the 

case that Godõs will does not align with the individuals will, that 

person must subordinate his/her will to the revealed will of God.  

òNo vacation to the Outer Banks is complete 

without attending a service at the Corolla Chapeló 
Taken from a guest book in a vacation home 

Jesus       King of Kings & Lord of Lords 

Please consider partnering with us.   

All gifts are tax deductible.   

Checks should be made to Corolla Chapel 

Weõre On The Web 

Visit us @ 

www.corollachapel.com 
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