
Wow, the summer sure 

did fly by fast.  Isn’t it 

strange how time seems 

to accelerate the older that 

you get?   

I must say that we did 

have a very pleasant sum-

mer.  July was slightly on 

the hot side, but August 

was very nice. 

We enjoyed meeting a lot 

of new folks and repeat 

guests as they visited the 

chapel.  Thank you to 

those who were so en-
couraging following the 

services.  That means 

more than you know. 

We were privileged to 

perform a few baptisms in 

the ocean this summer.  
The first two included a 

gentleman over  75 and a 

teenager under 15 years 

of age—one in the twi-

light of life and the other 

in dawn.   

Being baptized is one of 

the very first acts of obe-

dience to the Lord that 

demonstrates our commit-

ment to Him as our Lord.  

What an absolute thrill to 

have baptized these two 

together.   All that I can 

say is wow!   

The Bible tells us that it is 

not so much the act that 

saves us, not just going 

under water.  That does 
nothing, but makes you 

wet.  Some people “go 

down dry and come up 

wet” and nothing else 

changes in their life.  Sal-

vation is not about getting 

wet.  It is about God’s 

grace, and our willingness 

to believe and obey that 

saves us.  The Bible says 

it this way: 
21There is also an antitype 

which now saves us—

baptism (not the removal 

of the filth of the flesh, 

but the answer of a good 

conscience toward God), 

through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ,   1 Peter 

3:21

Have you responded in 

good conscience to God ?   

If you have never been 
baptized, you should—

somewhere—anywhere 

Last Few Months 

Next Few Months 
The Summer season is over 

and folks have settled into 
their normal post-season 

routines.  We will continue 
our pursuit of presenting 

the Bible as God’s truth 
and amazingly good news 

to humanity.   

Over the next few months 
we hope to reach out to the 

community in some venue 

to let them know that we 

are here and that they are 
welcome to join us. We are 

not sure in what venue that 
outreach will materialize 

but are excited to make the 
effort.  In addition, we 

hope to raise enough funds 

to begin building our par-
sonage after the first of the 

year.  At the time of this 
writing, we need about 

$109,000.  Just a few 

weeks ago that figure was 
$125,000.  God is good and 

we trust that the need will 
be met.  We have a memo-

rial tree ordered for those 
of you who would like to 

contribute to this cause, 

Memorialize a loved one 
— $500 for a Leaf, $2,500 

for a Small Rock, or $5,000 

for a Large Rock 

Special points of interest: 

 Did you see our good news on baptisms? 

 Thank you for helping us with our benevo-

lence ministry outreach to the hungry 

 Did you know this  about Abraham & Sarah? 

 A special Thank You to those of you who 

have contributed  in such a way to make it 

possible for us to continue our ministry here  

on the Outer Banks. 
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Nancy has served as our Treasurer 
for many years now and also served 

in many other roles as well.  In 

fact, she took on many of the 
tasks of an administrative as-

sistant.  I can not imagine how 

I could have made it without 

all of her help this year.   
Thanks to Nancy we have 

been able to get our 

arms around our church 
records and implement 

some important tech-

nologies to make us 

more efficient. 

The news about Frank 

and Nancy is that they re-

cently purchased a home in 
Pennsylvania.   The bad news is 

that they will eventually likely sell 

their home here and relo-
cate to Pennsylvania.  On 

a personal level, that is 

very sad.  I feel like they 
have become like family 

and I will certainly miss not 

having them close by if they move.  

They are still working out the de-

tails of their plans.  

The good news is that they don’t 
expect to be leaving for a while. 

This will give us an opportu-

nity to show them some 
love before they go.  I re-

alize that it is good for 

them in that they will be 
located close to some of 

their family members and 

be able to share in some of 

the joys of that aspect of life.   

We are planning to have a pot luck 

in the fellowship hall following the  

church service Sunday October 
12th.  Frank and Nancy will be 

there.  We  hope that y’all will be 

able to join us. 

~Pastor Rick 

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to give a great big 

“Thank You” to both 

Frank and Nancy 
Karkuff for their years 

of attendance and ser-

vice to Corolla 

Chapel.   You see, we 
recognize that we exist 

here as a ministry first to 

nurture our members in 
their faith and then from the over-

flow of God’s grace to also minister 

to the very large host of guests that 
visit every week.  Without devoted 

followers of Jesus, like Frank and 

Nancy, we would not be able to 

accomplish many of the things that 

we have. 

Both Frank and Nancy cur-

rently serve on our church 
board of directors.  Frank 

joined as Vice President 

early this year, and has 
been a great help and sup-

port to me.   

Corolla Chapel began a new 
ministry this summer to help 

the needy  adults and chil-
dren  of the Outer Banks.    We 
began by asking our vacation-
ing guests and partners to do-
nate any nonperishable  food 
not used during their visit  to 

help fill the shelves of the Food 
Bank and assist in feeding the 
children no longer receiving 
special food from the school 
system.    

This ministry grew from a few 
pounds the first week to over 

80 pounds after the Labor  Day 
weekend.   Many visitors baked 

cookies to be handed out to 
the chil-
dren 

while waiting for services and 
even donated gift cards from 

the local grocery stores.   We 
hope to continue this benevo-

lent work throughout the  year.    

We cannot thank our guests 
enough for their assistance in 

this wonder-
ful  ministry.   

 

 

ð Mary Ellen Glynn  
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Frank & Nancy Karkuff 

Feeding The Hungry On The Outer Banks 

Standing out as a shining 

example of service 

COROLLA CH APEL  

 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY  
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Faith Lesson From Abraham & Sarah  

One of the things that has really bugged 

me in a big way over the years is to hear 

radio, television preachers, or read a 

commentary which demean, ridicule, 

and slander some of the Old Testament 

saints that God saw fit to set up for us to 

emulate.  The Bible is  completely hon-

est in its treatment of those it puts on 

display, whether they are kings or 

pawns.   It is clear in its repudiation of 

sin and doesn’t “pull any punches”.  

However, there are some people who 

take it upon themselves to go beyond the 

criticisms of the Bible and set them-

selves up as judge and jury to condemn 

these ancient heroes of the faith.  Mod-

ern scholarship has frequently criticized  

Abraham (Abram) and Sarah (Sarai), 

David, and others when God, through 

the Bible, chose not to. They incorrectly 

extrapolate their own perspectives into 

Biblical stories, only to draw unbiblical 

conclusions.  I believe that one example 

of this is when Sarah gave her hand 

maid, Hagar, to Abraham  to father a 

child.   

For the sake of simplicity in the rest of 

this article I will refer to Abram and 

Sarai by their God given names, Abra-

ham and Sarah. 

The first record of God’s promise to 

Abraham is found in Gen. 12 when 

Abraham was in Haran, although He 

presumably had declared it before Abra-

ham left Ur with his father in chapter 11. 

Genesis 12:1-3 ( NKJV ) 1Now the 

LORD had said to Abraham : “Get 

out of your country, From your fam-

ily And from your father’s house to 

a land that I will show you.  2I will 

make you a great nation; I will bless 

you And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing.  3I will 

bless those who bless you, And I 

will curse him who curses you; And 

in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.” 

This promise is repeated and elaborated 

on in chapters 15, 17, and 18.  We 

should note that the promise in Genesis 

12 does not yet specifically include 

Sarah.  It is not until we come to chapter 

16 and ten years have lapsed that they 

begin to question the means, not the fact, 

of the fulfillment of God’s promise.   

 

Genesis 16:1-3 ( NKJV ) 1Now Sarai, 

Abram’s wife, had borne him 

no children. And she had an 

Egyptian maidservant whose 

name was Hagar.  2So Sarai said 

to Abram , “See now, the LORD 

has restrained me from bear-

ing children. Please, go in to my 

maid; perhaps I shall obtain chil-

dren by her.” And Abram heeded 

the voice of Sarai.  3Then Sarai, 

Abram’s wife, took Hagar her 

maid, the Egyptian, and gave her 

to her husband Abram to be his 

wife, after Abram had dwelt ten 

years in the land of Canaan. 

(emphasis added)   

There are several important factors to 

consider in order to appropriately appre-

ciate this story.  I will list three for your 

consideration.  First, ancient cultures 

valued their progeny differently than we 

do today.  More offspring meant the sur-

vival of the tribe.  The practice of taking 

a handmaid or servant for this purpose 

was widely practiced in the cultures of 

this time period.  This practice has been 

found documented in ancient writings, 

including in the Code of Hammurabi 

written around 2000 BC.  Second, in 

verse three we find that ten years had 

passed since they had begun living in the 

land of Canaan. That is a long time, es-

pecially when we consider that Sarah is 

now 75 and Abraham is 85 years old.  

Third, given their age and the amount of 

time that has now elapsed Sarah now 

suggests that since “the LORD has re-

strained me from bearing childrenò, 

perhaps He had another means in mind 

(Hagar).   

It seemed to them as though God’s  plan 

was not to fulfill His promise through 

Sarah.  They now apparently assume that 

God has a different means of fulfilling 

His promise and turn to Hagar.  God 

certainly had not yet made the point 

clear that Sarah was the one through 

whom the promised one would come.  In 

fact, that little detail  is not revealed until 

chapter 17 when Ishmael is 13 years old.  

Until this time, they had both been trying 

to conceive, even at this ripe old age.  If 

you ask me, that took a great deal of 

faith. 

I have not been able to find even a hint 

anywhere in the Bible that Abraham or 

Sarah acted in unbelief.  It seems to me 

that quite the opposite is true; they were 

acting in full faith and confidence in 

God’s promise.   It would appear that 

they are fully confident that God will 

fulfill his promise.  Assuming now that 

Sarah will not be the means to the fulfill-

ment of the promise, they attempt to 

fully cooperate with God’s plan by going 

a different direction. They engage Hagar 

who bears Ishmael.   

Including Hagar must have been a very 

difficult decision for both of them, but 

especially for Sarah.  I think that we 

grossly underestimate the immense 

measure of faith both Abraham and 

Sarah exercised in make this decision.  

Further, it appears as though Abraham 

and Sarah were raising Ishmael under the 

impression that he was the fulfillment of 

the promise.  When God tells Abraham, 

in chapter 18, that He would give him a 

son by Sarah, Abraham  laughed and 

asked God to let Ishmael be the one. 

I have not found criticisms of Abraham 

nor Sarah for this choice anywhere in the 

scriptures. We find only praise for their 

faith.  Only modern scholarship and 

“preachers” are so bold as to criticize 

those the scriptures praise.  In the New 

Testament we see Abraham and Sarah 

being praised for their faith. Abraham is 

called the father of our faith because he 

believe God, not because he doubted 

Him. 

Romans 4:11-12 ( NKJV ) 11And he 

received the sign of circumcision, a 

seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had while still uncircum-

cised, that he might be the father of 

all those who believe, though they are 

uncircumcised, that righteousness 

might be imputed to them also,   

Hebrews 11:11 ( NKJV ) 11By faith 

Sarah herself also received strength to 

conceive seed, and she bore a child 

when she was past the age, because 

she judged Him faithful who had 

promised.  

I believe that if we follow the story care-

fully and pay close attention to the de-

tails that we will come away with a posi-

tive opinion of these two amazing heroes 

of the faith.  Our opinion will be consis-

tent with both the Old and New Testa-

ments conclusion of the exemplary faith 

of Abraham and Sarah.  

~ Pastor Rick  



and yield our will to God.  While 

this is a life long learning proc-

ess, it is still, without doubt, an 

observable process.  

To that end we teach that Jesus 

is the creator and Lord of the 

universe, that everyone must ac-

knowledge Him as such, and live 

a life that is consistent with that 

confession.  As evidence of this 

Our mission at Corolla Chapel is 

to encourage as many people as 

possible to make sure that they 

have a genuine faith based rela-

tionship with Jesus.   The Bible 

teaches that just acknowledging 

that Jesus was a real, albeit 

good, historical figure is not ade-

quate to save a person.  It in-

structs us, in no uncertain terms, 

that we must act out our beliefs 

acknowledgement one must pur-

sue God’s will for ones life.   

In the case that God’s will does 

not align with the individuals 

will, that person must subordi-

nate his/her will to the revealed 

will of God.  This practical liv-

ing out of ones faith in this way 

establishes evidence that one has 

indeed been found in Christ. 

Connecting People With Christ Jesus  

òNo vacation to the Outer Banks is complete 

without attending a service at the Corolla Chapeló 
Taken from a guest book in a vacation home 

Jesus       King of Kings & Lord of Lords Corolla Chapel  

P.O. Box 64 

1136 Corolla Village Road 

Corolla, NC 27927 
 

Tel: 252 453 4224 

E-mail:  pastor@corollachapel.com 

JOH N W. AUS TIN  MEMORIAL  

 

Please consider partnering with us.   
 

All gifts are tax deductible.   
 

Checks should be made to Corolla Chapel 

Weõre On The Web 

Visit us @ 

www.corollachapel.com 

clear, houses were empty and long 
missed owners started appearing on 

the beaches and in the pews of the 

Corolla Chapel.  One moment there 
were eleven cars in the driveway 

next door, the next, it was 

empty.  Left hand turns out of 

streets and driveways became pos-
sible again.  Cars moved at the ac-

ceptable speed and even at times a 

little faster.  Nighttime brought the 
biggest changes.  All cottage lights 

were out and many constellations 

were again visible. 

As a visitor to the Outer Banks 
years ago, I used to say a week was 

too short and two was too 

long.  Now, as a concerned citizen, 
I wonder where a whole summer 

has gone.  Yes, in that brief period 

of time a busy little town became a 

sleepy little village once again. 
 

     I woke up one morning and in a 

blink of an eye, it was all 
gone.  The farmer's market was 

closed, the movie theater shut 

down, grocery store aisles were 

 
    It may sound as if we do not miss 

our visitors, but that is just not 

true.  It was fun to talk with you 
and wish you a fun-filled 

week.  We loved when you stayed 

after our church service for coffee 

and we looked forward to sharing 
our beautiful beaches with you.  Do 

come back and visit us again next 

season.  There is a seat waiting for 
you on Sunday in the Co-

rolla Chapel. 

— Mary Ellen Glynn 

Itôs Quiet Without You 
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